
Dear Parent, 
As I write this article in mid-November 
the old Armadale Academy has been 
reduced to a mass of rubble and the 
new school is now visible, in all its 
glory, from the main road. The 
demolition was 
undertaken by two 
large cranes which 
made short work of 
the old buildings.  
Some of our pupils 
were hoping for a 
noisier and more 
explosive ending. 
 
I’ve no doubt that a fair number of the 
older staff, as well as ex-pupils and 
other members of the Armadale 
community, felt some sadness as the 
old classrooms were demolished.  
However, I doubt whether that sadness 
was tinged with regret!  The old school 
never lacked in character and a 
positive ethos but it definitely lacked in 
the physical and social facilities which 
are essential in a modern 21st Century 
school.  Our new school has these in 
abundance!  It will develop in character 
over time and parents can be assured 
that the ethos and work ethic which 
has characterised the school over the 
last few years will continue.   
 
As the rubble is cleared, the land in 
front of the school will be redeveloped.  
There will be a new central driveway 
up to the school from the Armadale 
side of the bus bays, replacing the 
current narrow road which will be 
closed.  On one side of this driveway 
there will be car parks for staff and 
visitors to the school.   

On the other side there will be a new 
floodlit all weather multi-purpose pitch 
which will add even further to our 
excellent sporting facilities. 
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It’s time, however, to stop talking about 
the old and new school.  We now have 
one school, our school, Armadale 
Academy.   The school is the first 
visible sign of the developments 
planned for the Armadale area over the 
next few years.  Prospects for the 
community and the school are bright 
and we can look forward to the future 
of both with considerable optimism. 
 
On the curricular and extra-curricular 
front, the school is well into its mid 
session stride! Second and Third Year 
Parents’ Evenings have already taken 
place with a First Year Parents’ 
Evening due on Tuesday the 8th of 
December. The first two have been 
well attended and we hope that this 
continues.  By the time you receive 
this newsletter all years will have had 
their first Report of the session and the 
S4 Prelims will be in full swing.   S5 / 6 
unit assessments are also taking 
place.    
 
Charity fund raising and Enterprise 
activities are up and running and plans 
are underway for an evening concert 

entitled “Anything but Ordinary” on 
Thursday 10 th December.  This will 
be open to parents and other 
members of the community and tickets 
are available from the school or online 
on the front page of our school 
website.  The website address can be 
found on the second page of this 
newsletter.  The concert will showcase 
the musical and other talents of our 
young people and is a “must attend” 
event.   An S4 / 5 / 6 formal Xmas Ball 
is also scheduled for the last week of 
term.  
 
The Homework club for S1 / 2 and the 
Learning Club for S3 – S6 have begun 
as have a large number of extra-
curricular sporting activities.  
 

Headteacher’s Notes In addition, S4 pupils have just 
finished a very successful Work 
Experience week in which the vast 
majority of our pupils gained some 
experience and insight of a work 
environment.  We would like to 
sincerely thank all of the businesses 
who opened their doors to our pupils.   
All this, and normal teaching and 
learning in classrooms, suggests that 
this term is moving at its usual frenetic 
pace! 
 
Our First Years have settled well and, 
as part of our 
Curriculum for 
E x c e l l e n c e 
programme, have 
taken part in two 
inter-discipl inary 
events.  These 
have been based 
on themes, with 
different departments covering the 
same theme in the same week from 
their own subject’s perspective.  At the 
end of each theme an Assembly has 
been held to summarise the work 
done.  The themes covered so far 
include Poverty / Hunger and 
Remembrance.  A cross curricular 
project on “Looking after yourself, 
looking after your world” will also take 
place prior to Xmas.  There is a much 
greater emphasis placed on such 
projects within the Curriculum for 
Excellence programme and this type 
of initiative will expand next session 
into Second Year. 
 
One of the advantages of our new 
facilities is the opportunity for 
increased use of the school by 
community groups.  This is happening 
to a small extent just now but is 
something we would like to encourage.  

At a recent meeting of local sports 
clubs it was agreed that a 
Management Group be set up to co-
ordinate and monitor the use of our 
sporting facilities.  Any local groups 
interested in letting any of our facilities 
should contact Jan McKay by phoning 
the school (01506 282145) or by email 
at armadale.ac@wled.org.uk   
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Multi Sports Activity Afternoon 
On Friday the 30th of October Armadale Academy hosted the 
West Lothian Multi Sports Activities afternoon for pupils in 
Fourth to Sixth Years. 
 
This is the first year that senior pupils have been involved in 
these events and invited to compete against other pupils from 
Secondary Schools across the authority. 
 
The 3 activities on offer were Rugby, 
Badminton and Dance.  Pupils from the 
Higher PE Classes represented the school in 
each of the above.  The performance from all 
pupils was of a high level and each pupil did 
very well in their own activity.   
 
Points were awarded in each activity dependent on finishing 
positions and Armadale Academy finished the overall 
competition in 2 nd place .  These points will be collated with 
others that will be received throughout the whole of West 
Lothian throughout the rest of the year in a wide range of 
Sporting Activities. 

Well done to: 
 
Leigh Skelton  Andrew Murphy Andrew Kain 
Lewis Wallace Aaron Sievewight Scott Ford 
Chris Simpson Craig Skelton  Emma Walker 
Catherine McDonald Sarah Reid  Debbie Weir 
 
Long Distance Running Club 

West Lothian Schools Cross Country 
The school entered teams in all categories of this event with 
42 Armadale pupils participating at Deans CHS on the 4th of 
November. 

 
Armadale Academy 1st year girls won  their 
event with Sophie Kelly finishing 3rd and 
winning a bronze medal. Katie Kelly, Louise 
Stevens, Melanie Skelton and Jade 
Cosgrove were the other members of the 
winning team. 
 
Top 10 positions in their categories 
included: Shannon Cosgrove (9th - S3 girls), 
Daniel Dunbar (8th - S3 boys) and Dylan 
Chisholm (10th - senior boys). 
 

Armadale achieved 4 th overall out of the 11 competing 
schools. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Coulter and Ms Moar for helping to organise 
the event. 
 
Mile Challenge 
 
Come along any Friday at 12.40 and attempt the 1 mile 
challenge with Mr Thyne! 

 
 
 

Here are some important dates to remember ! 
 

Holidays  
Xmas Holiday School closes 15.30 on 
 Wednesday 23 December  
All return Monday 11 January 
February Holiday School closes 15.30 on  
 Thursday 11 February 
All return Wednesday 17 February 
Easter School closes 15.30 on 
 Thursday 01 April 
All return Monday 19 April 
 

Reports  
S1 Wednesday 02 December 
S4 Wednesday 20 January 
S5 / 6 Wednesday 10 February 
S2 Tuesday 02 March  
 

Parents’ Evenings  
S1 Tuesday 08 December 
S4 / 5 / 6 Monday 22 February 
S2 Tuesday 09 March 
 

Exams  
S4 Prelims Begin Thursday 26 November 
NQ Prelims Begin Monday 25 January 

 
Please encourage your son or daughter to 
complete homework, to revise their work 
regularly, studying at home or attending our 
Study Support sessions at school.   Your 
encouragement can make the difference 
between success and failure.   
 

Parents can contact the school at any time regarding their 
child’s progress. In the first instance, parents should contact 
the Head of the appropriate House  or for pastoral matters, 
the Pastoral Support Manager  
 
Depute Head Student Support Mrs Birrell 
 
Pastoral Support Manager  Mrs McInulty 
 
Cochran  Head of House  Mrs Bradley 
Honeyman  Head of House  Mr McKay 
Wood  Head of House  Mrs McDonald  
 
We welcome your involvement in, and support for, your child’s 
education. 

 
 
 

The school website now stores a wealth of 
information for parents.  It contains details 
of how to contact us, community 
involvement initiatives, whole school and 
departmental plans, policies and 
procedures, plans for the new school, the 

HMIe report and other documents, Pupil and Parent Zones, 
complaints (and compliments!) procedures and links to other 
useful sites to name but a few.  The latest documents are 
our school improvement plans for this session and t he 
Standards and Quality Report for last session. 
 

The web address is  
www.westlothian.org.uk/armadaleacademy   

Important Dates 

School Website 

Sports News 
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 First and foremost, the department would 
like to wish all their pupils about to sit their 
Standard Grade French prelim the very best 
of luck. It is very important that pupils revise 
vocabulary carefully and that they attempt 
as many past papers as possible in 
preparation for all of their exams. Prelims 
are an excellent preparation for the exam in 
May and it is vital that pupils perform to the best of their ability 
in them. Moreover, it is worth remembering that these exams 
are used by the SQA for grading purposes in the event of a 
pupil being absent on the day of the Standard Grade exam in 
May. 
 
During the recent cross-curricular project concerning the 
theme of Remembrance, one of our Advanced Higher French 
student, Kirsty Weir, read out a First World War poem to 
school Assemblies in French. The Department would like to 
congratulate Kirsty on this achievement. 
 
The Department is organising a French trip to Paris in June 
2010. The trip lasts for six days and includes a packed and 
exciting programme of activities. Included in the sight-seeing 
agenda are the world famous: Notre-Dame cathedral, the 
Pompidou centre, the Louvre museum, the Sacré Coeur and 

Montmartre, the Moulin Rouge, 
the palace of Versailles and of 
course the Eiffel Tower and the 
Arc de Triomphe. As if this is 
not enough, there is a chance 
to savour the beauty of Paris at 
night as well as the thrills of 
Disneyland Paris! Final 
preparations are being 
organised and the pupils and 
staff are already looking 
forward to it.   

 
 
 
 

Pupils have been working very hard 
over the past weeks to prepare a 
musical welcome to the new school 
building. The Show, which will include 
singers, dancers and instrumentalists, 
will take place at 7.00pm on Thursday, 
10th December and it promises to be 
‘Anything But Ordinary’. Pupils from 
first to sixth year will be taking part 
along with some ‘special guests’, 
former pupils of the school who are 
still playing, studying or making a 
living from music. 
 
The former pupils will help to make this a unique concert. They 
will be combining their talents and experience with our own 
current performers and even joining together in a cross-
generation all-stars band working on a top-secret number 
specially arranged for the show! 
 
If you want an evening of top class performance with a few 
surprises thrown in, this is a show not to be missed!  
 
Tickets (£3.00 / £2.00 concession) can be bought through 
pupils (contact the Music Staff) or via the school website:  
http://www.westlothian.org.uk/armadaleacademy/Index.html 

 
 
 

Since August, departments at Armadale Academy have been 
working together to deliver citizenship themes through 
interdisciplinary projects. Themes such as poverty / hunger 
and remembrance have been delivered by a number of 
departments at the same time. Pupil learning is enriched by 
examining the same theme from differing perspectives.  
 
A number of departments were involved in 
the first project, entitled Poverty / Hunger 
Week. English, Modern Languages, History, 
Geography and the Library worked 
collaboratively to help pupils examine this 
theme both in past societies and in countries 
across the world today. S1 pupils enjoyed a 
lively week of activities across the school. 
Modern Languages, for example, did some 
work on Bolivia and S1 carried out a 
sponsored silence to support Nelson, a 
Bolivian child who the department has been 
sponsoring and writing to for three years. 
Pupils also worked on a display showing the 
contrast between survival in prehistoric times 
and survival nowadays. All departmental experiences for the 
week, were brought together in an assembly on the Friday. S1 
sold a poverty/ hunger magazine written in English prior to the 
assembly and a news round report on poverty was delivered 
by Mrs Easter’s S1 class. Many pupils were heavily involved 
in presentations talking about what they had learned over the 
week. This was complemented by a presentation by Peter 
France, an ex member of staff who talked about his 
experiences in Rwanda and a speaker from SCIAF. This 
project encouraged pupils to become effective contributors 
and confident individuals and not only helped them to think 
about poverty and hunger historically, but also in our society 
today. 
 
The second of the 
interdisciplinary projects was 
entitled “Remembrance” and 
related back to the Anne Frank 
Exhibition which was displayed 
in September. S6 pupils 
delivered the story of Anne 
Frank to all pupils in the school. 
During remembrance week, all pupils were asked to consider 
the impact of war on our society today. Mr Hunter led 
assemblies based on the themes explored by departments. 
He considered the importance of Remembrance and asked 
pupils to think of their families and what impact war has had 
on them. He also reminded pupils that, without their families’ 
sacrifice, we would not have the freedoms and rights that we 
have today. Over the course of the week, S1 explored the 
theme of remembrance in RE, History, Art, Modern 
Languages, English, Mathematics, the library and in Music. In 
PSD, S1 pupils were asked to colour in a poppy and write a 
note of remembrance about their own individual stories and 
experiences. What is especially pleasing is that the 
contribution made by each of the departments has had a 
significant impact on pupils learning and understanding of why 
we have a Remembrance Day. Pupils and staff were also 
pleased to attend the local Armistice Day event. 
 
We look forward to the other interdisciplinary projects which 
will take place this year. Other Citizenship themes, such as 
World AIDS day, sustainability and Fair Trade will be 
examined across the school over the next few months. 

Modern Languages Citizenship 

School Concert 
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Sports News 
(continued) 

And Finally 

Dress Code 

 
 
 

Car Access and Parking 
Parents dropping off children in the 
morning or picking them up at close of 
school must do so in the first lane of the 
bus bay nearest to the main road.  This 
is marked as a car lane.  Parents 
should not use the middle or top 
lanes.  These are for buses only.  At 
these times of day, for safety reasons, 
parents are not allowed access to the 

rear car park or to the front of the new school.  The only 
exception to this would be the dropping off or picking up of 
pupils who have a temporary or permanent disability.  Even 
here, arrangements should be agreed with the school.  
Contact Mrs Birrell if your child requires such access. 
 
Parents with appointments  to see a member of staff during 
the school day should park in the rear car park or at the new 
school side of the fire assembly area.  There are a small 
number of parking spaces at the front of the new school for 
parents with a disabled permit. 
 
School Uniform 
We have decided that the brightly coloured wrist bands being 
worn by some pupils just now do not meet the requirements 
of our dress code and therefore should not be worn. Pupils 
have already been advised of this in the daily pupil notes and 
this ban will apply from Monday 23 November. 
 
Bikes 
The police have asked us to alert parents and 
pupils to a spate of bike thefts which have 
occurred in and around Armadale.  Pupils who 
bring bikes into school must secure them in the 
bike racks with a locking device. 
 
“Snackie” Cards 
Pupils must ensure that their swipe cards are kept in good 
condition.  The cards should not be kept in close proximity to 
a mobile phone or the data strip might be affected. 
Unfortunately, if these cards are lost or damaged pupils will 
need to buy a new one.  The cost of a replacement card is 
£2.50.  Pupils will no longer be served at interval or lunchtime 
without a card. 
 
Charity events 

Later this month pupils in S1 will be 
participating in a sponsored swim 
during PE lessons. The money 
raised will be donated to the Sick 
Kids hospital in Edinburgh and to the 
whole school fund.   Good luck to all 
the pupils involved. 

 
The school will also be holding a Tartan Dress 
Down Day on Friday 27 November to 
celebrate St Andrew’s day in this 
Homecoming Year.   
 
Money raised will be sent to the Ethembene 
AIDs orphanage in South Africa which the 
school has supported over the past few years.  
Tuesday 1 December is World AIDs Day and 
red ribbons will also be available for the Dress 
Down Day. 
 

 
 
 

Revision  
 
Pupils in S3-S6 will be sitting important 
maths assessments in the near future. 
Many S3 and S4 pupils will be sitting 
Standard Grade prelims in November / 
December. Pupils who are following      
Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2, Higher 
and Advanced Higher courses will be    
sitting a prelim in January and will also be 

sitting ongoing unit assessments. Study support will be offered 
within the maths department and pupils are also encouraged to 
attend any relevant homework clubs. 
 
Past Papers  
 
It is strongly recommended that 
pupils who are sitting an SQA 
exam in May 2010 own a set of 
past papers. Pupils can then  
attempt actual exam questions 
at home as part of their revision. 
There is no better preparation 
for an exam than attempting  
actual exam questions from past 
papers. Past papers are available from any good bookshop and 
can sell out before the exams, therefore please ensure that you 
buy past papers as early as possible. There are also several 
good maths revision guides available and, in particular, the    
department recommends the Hodder & Gibson Revision 
Guides. 
 
Fantasy Football  

Mr Milligan is once again running a School 
Fantasy Football League on behalf of pupils, 
parents and staff this session. This is a 
chance to manage a Fantasy Football Team, 
with a budget of £70 million to spend on     
players from the English Premiership.        
Participants can then challenge friends,    
teachers, parents and 80,000 school pupils 
around the world to win the SFL cup at the 
end of the season. It is still not too late to sign 
up for this season’s league! Any pupil who is 

interested in taking part should see Mr Milligan as soon as    
possible. For more information, check out the website 
www.schoolsfl.com . 

 
 
 
 

We are very excited about the first ever Christmas Ball to be 
held in the school.  The Ball will take place on the evening of 
Monday the 21st of December.  The ball will have an Oscar’s 
theme (as in the Movies!), with nominations and prizes, as well 
as a disco and buffet. 
 
The ball is open to S4, 5 & 6 and 
tickets cost £7, which includes    
buffet.  The dress for the ball is  
formal so no jeans and t-shirts!  
Look out for the ‘paparazzi’        
pictures of our stars in future   
newsletters!   

Xmas Ball 

School News Maths Department News 
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Yearbook  
A new S6 committee has been established to create a Year-
book for 2009-10. The Committee has met with the publishing 
company to discuss design and costs and have begun planning 
a range of fundraising events in the hope of creating a fantastic 
Yearbook at a reasonable cost. Mrs Easter, Mrs Wilks and Miss 
Morton are impressed with the committee’s ideas and          
dedication so far.  
 
London Theatre Trip  
40 pupils from S3-5 will participate in a week-
end trip to London in June 2010 with Mrs 
Wilks, Miss Morton and Mr Sharkey. They will 
attend a performance of the musical ‘Wicked’ 
and take part in a theatre workshop with the 
cast. This is an exciting opportunity and one 
we are sure they will learn from and enjoy.  
 
School Show 

This year’s school show will be ‘Mama Mia’: a fun 
filled extravaganza with music and dancing 
known and loved by many. 
The auditions have already taken place and we 
were delighted that we have, yet again, found a 
huge amount of talented young people in our 
school. 
Rehearsals have begun and we are impressed 
with the hard work from all of our stars.   
 

Past Papers 
Although we are only in October, the thought of final exams is 
never too far away! Pupils sitting Higher and Intermediate 2 are 
encouraged to buy past papers to help them with their studies 
and are available from Mrs Reid for the bargain price of £6.  
 
Florida Trip 
2011 will see our first school trip to 
America, and we can’t wait!  Thirty 
pupils will be travelling to Disney in 
Florida in March 2011 for a fun-filled 
trip. Those involved are working very 
hard to raise money for the trip       
including participating in a race night 
organised by Mr Letham and our own 
Mrs Skelton.  
 

 
 
 

Following the success of last years Careers 
Fair, 3H2 will plan, organise and run the   
careers fair this year for the school. The 
event will take place on Tuesday 15th      
December 2009 and involve employers 
from the local community, colleges,          
universities, emergency services and the 
armed services. It will give the students an 
opportunity to find out about possible      
employment and further training.   
 

On Monday 21 December 2009, our S4 Social and Vocational 
Skills classes have organised a Christmas Health Fair.  The fair 
will encourage all year groups to consider ways they can look 
after themselves and our world.  We have invited outside   
agencies including local health experts and West Lothian      
College have agreed to send along Sport and Beauty            
representatives. 

 

West Lothian’s Schools swimming time trials took 
place at Deans Community High School on the 
7th November.  Armadale Academy was          
represented by Ross Fleming, Aaron Sievewright, 
and Melissa Sneddon.   
 
Melissa competed in 100m backstroke and butterfly events at 
13-14 age group level, setting the 4th fastest time in both 
events, and set a new personal best in butterfly. 
 
Ross Fleming set the fastest qualifying times in both 100m 
freestyle and 200m breaststroke, finished 2nd in 100m      
breaststroke, and 3rd in 200m freestyle all in the 17-19 age 
group. 
 
Aaron Sievewright set the fastest qualifying times in; 400m     
individual medley open, 200m freestyle, and 200m butterfly in 
the 15-16 age group.  Aaron finished 4th in the 400m freestyle 
open, trimming 19 seconds off his personal best time.  Aaron 
also set a personal best time in his individual medley event. 
 

Congratulations to all of our swimmers for their tremendous  
efforts on the day, and we wish them success in qualifying for 
the Scottish Schools Swimming Championships to be held in 
the New Year. 
 
A Big Thank You is required to the parents of our three       
swimmers and to the swimming clubs within West Lothian for 
organising such a successful event.  Their efforts are much  
appreciated by Armadale Academy. 

 
 
 
 
 

The last meeting of the Parent Council took place on     
Wednesday 25th November at 7 p.m. in the Committee Room.  
Minutes of the September meeting will be on the school web 
site in the near future.  A Parent Standards and Quality     
Report for 2008—2009 is also on line.   Minutes may also be 
obtained from the school Reception. 
 
The agenda for the November meeting included: 
 
Staffing and Accommodation 
School Improvement Planning 
HMIe Update 
Catchment Area Review 
SQA Attainment 
Parents’ Fund 
 
This session’s remaining dates for Parent Council Meetings are 
as follows:   Wednesday 10th February   Wednesday 28th April 
Wednesday 2nd June 
 
Any parent interested in taking part in this meeting should 
phone the school and ask to speak to Mrs McInulty, Chair of 
the Parent Council.   
 

Why not Come and Join Us? 

English Department News Swimming Time Trials 

 Enterprise 

Parent Council 


