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ROUTE TO SUCCESS S5/S6

1. WHAT ARE NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS (NQS)?
National Qualifications were introduced in 1999 to offer more flexibility to students.  Qualifications can be built up over time, encouraging students to progress to the highest level they can achieve.  These qualifications are sometimes referred to as Higher Still.
The table below show Standard Grade levels and their equivalent in National Qualifications. 
	Standard Grades (1980)
	National Qualifications (1999)

	 
	Advanced Higher

	 
	Higher 

	Standard Grade - Credit
	Intermediate 2



	Standard Grade - General
	Intermediate 1

	Standard Grade - Foundation
	Access 3


2. PROGRESSION ROUTES 
Here is a summary of the expected progression routes for our students which has in built flexibility to meet the needs of all.
S6

Higher 





Advanced Higher


S5

Intermediate 2





Higher







General element?

S4
 SG General level (Intermediate 1)


SG Credit Level (Intermediate 2)

Intermediate 2 courses support those students who do not have sufficient grounding in a subject to progress to Higher in S5 and complete the Higher course in only two terms. As you can see from the table below, the points allocated for an Intermediate 2 courses at an A pass is just below a Higher C pass at Higher. The table shows the tariff used by UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service) for all courses which helps to provide comparisons between applicants with different achievements, allowing comparisons of different types and number of qualifications.  More information on this can be found on the UCAS web site www.ucas.ac.uk.  Further information on courses offered at Scottish colleges and universities along with an indication of entry requirements can be found by visiting the site www.planitplus.net.
UCAS Tariff
· SG Band 2 /Int 2 C 

=28 pts

· Int 2 (B)


=35 pts

· SG Band 1


=38 pts

· Int 2 (A)


=42 pts

· Higher (C)


=48 pts

· Higher (B)


=60 pts

· Higher (A)


=72 pts
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ASSESSMENT
A major difference from the old system of Highers is the way students are assessed. – National Qualifications were introduced for that purpose.  Each National Unit is a qualification on its own right.  It is a block of work which normally takes about 40 hours to cover and is achieved following the successful completion of Unit assessments (NABs)
· What is a NAB?

· An assessment of a unit of work using tests from the National Assessment Bank. (This is not as rigorous as the external exam)

· Courses are normally made up of three National Units plus an external exam.

· To gain a full Course award, students have to pass all Unit assessments as well as the exam.  Unit assessments are marked as a pass or fail.
· Grades are awarded on the basis of how well a student does in the external assessment.  

· To get a full course award students must pass all internal Unit assessments as well as the final exam.

· Grades 1/2 = A, 3/4 = B, 5/6 = C and a 7 is a near miss or D.

Students will be made aware of when these NAB assessments are scheduled and the school will contact home if a student fails the first attempt at a NAB. Remediation and NAB reassessments diet will be offered and it is vital that students prepare for this and are successful. 

It is important to be aware that passing the Unit assessments does not guarantee that the student will pass the exam. In the exam, students need to show that they can use and apply the knowledge and skills gained from the course.  

4.
WHAT HAPPENS IF A STUDENT FAILS AN INTERNALLY ASSESSED NAB?
· If a student fails one of the Unit assessments does that mean they can’t get the course award? 

One retest is allowed.  If they fail this they can try again in the following session. If this is the first Unit a move to a lower level of study is recommended.

· If a student fails one of the Unit assessments can they still take the exam? 


YES – But even if they pass the exam they will not be given the full award

· What happens if a student passes all of the Unit assessments but fails the exam?

They will get a certificate listing the Units passed.  The external exam can be taken again the following session

5.
PROGRAMME OF SUPPORT 
To support the success of all of our students departments are focussing on measures to encourage students to take more responsibility for their learning. These measures include the following:
a. Course induction material issued at the start of all NQ courses.
· Guidelines on course content and expectations

· Timelines issued including assessment deadlines.
b. Induction Day for S5 in June 
This day included:

· Information on NQs and approach to study – partnership with staff.  
· Information on new Tracking, Monitoring and Reporting system and the rationale behind it, including the setting of targets.
· Discussion of the work/life balance and experiences of previous year groups
· Policy on assessment- only one reassessment allowed for internal assessment. 

· Career choices.  The importance of a sense of purpose.
c. Adjusting individual levels of study in view of actual exam results in August.
· Pupil’s levels are checked against their actual results and recommendations.  Parents or carers are notified of any change to level from June.
d. Learning Agreement

· Clear information on rights and responsibilities  of:
· The school

· The student

· The parent/carer
e. Tracking Monitoring and Reporting
We have recently introduced a networked tracking system to allow each student’s progress to be 

monitored at key times throughout the year and to allow increased reporting of progress to parents or 

carers.  
The aim of this system is to:

· Improve student awareness of progress and their potential
· Encourage dialogue with class teacher about individual progress
· Identify issues early and take action to remove the barriers to learning.

· Increase communication between all stakeholders in the success of our students.
There are three reports in S5/S6.
1.
Initial Report 1 (September)
The Initial Report begins the process.  For each subject the level that the student is sitting is shown along with an Initial Target Grade that has been set in discussion with the students and his/her teachers.  This Initial Target is the level of attainment which the student should attain by the next progress report.  It is expected that these targets will be reached or overtaken by the next report and a new target will be set. There is also general information about what will covered in each course along with specific details of what is expected in subjects with respect to homework and personal study.  This report is useful to the guidance team who will be specifically supporting individual student’s progress.  The guidance team can be contacted at any time to discuss a student’s academic progress.
2.
Progress Report 1 (November)
This progress report compares a student’s current performance (Working Grade) with the Initial Target Grade that has been set. There is also information about effort and a comment from teachers.  If a student does not achieve the Initial Target, support will be offered in discussion with his/her guidance teacher.  New targets will be set for the prelims in January, again in discussion with class teachers, and progress towards these will be monitored and reported on in the third report.

3.
Progress Report 2 (Post Prelim)
In this report performance in the Prelims are compared with the targets set in Progress Report 2.  If a student underachieves, support will be offered in discussion with his/her guidance teacher. New targets will then be set with class teachers for the final SQA exams in May.  

The targets for Advanced Higher, Higher, Intermediate 2 and Intermediate 1 are set on a scale of 1-8.

	Targets
	Grade

	1 / 2
	A

	3 / 4
	B

	5 / 6
	C

	7
	D Near Miss


Targets for Access courses will be to Pass

TARGETS
Students work towards their final grade throughout their course but will arrive there in different ways, partly depending on the nature of the pupil and partly on the nature of the course.  For example, in subjects in which units are taught at the same level consecutively, such as in Biology, the target for each report might be very similar and pupils will have to sustain their level of achievement.  In subjects, however, where the skills are taught concurrently and pupils will not reach the final level of achievement until very near the final exam, the target may well start very low (possibly a 7) and build during the session.  These may be the case in English or Modern Languages.  It does not mean that the student is failing in any way but rather working steadily towards their potential.  Targets should present a challenge which is achievable by the next report.  It is important that students whose targets are stepped to the final level are aware of their potential.  Students should know the grade they are ultimately expected to attain.
f.
Supported Study 
· Study techniques/active learning/Personal and Social Education (PSE)
· Study guides

· Past papers 

· Scholar on line for some Highers and Advanced Highers
· Bitesize revision material on line and in booklet form
· Master classes

· After school sessions at key times (pre-prelim and pre-SQA exams)
· Immersion days
7. PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS AND CARERS
Be aware of targets and expectations of staff with regard to quantity and quality of home study.  This is laid out in the initial report and in the Induction material for courses.

Recommended minimum of two hours of home study per week for each course in S5
S5 and S6 are given two hours of timetabled study time in school and in addition to this S6 will have five extra study hours available during the school day since they are studying four courses as opposed to five.
Be aware that Unit assessments are very important and often come together causing stress.  Good preparation in advance is essential.
Here are some key dates to remember.

	Consultation Evening
	Wednesday 30th November

	Prelims start (7days)
	Monday 23rd January



HIGH CHALLENGE AND LOW STRESS BRING SUCCESS!

Contact the Tracking and Monitoring Teacher for further information or to address any concerns. If the query is subject specific, they may put you in touch with the relevant Principal Teacher Curriculum who is leading the faculty.  The faculty groups are as follows:
	Principal Teacher Curriculum (PTC)
	Faculty

	Gordon Cargill
	CDT, Home Economics, Science

	Ken Forbes
	Art, Music, PE



	Nicola MacGlashan
	Business Education, Computing, Maths

	Helen Roy
	Geography, History, Modern Studies, RMPS

	Sheila Quigley
	English, Modern Languages.
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